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OW ,Honeft Const: y-iv.an, I will pro- 
ceed tothe Vindication of our An- 
ceftors from the Scandalous Im- 

ution of their being Siaves by the Norman Con- 

4 [have fhown you already, that William the 

Lf came to the Crown alter the: iame manner 

ar Saxons Kings,by Oaths and Covenants with 

People, which, in a Genuine Sente, is Election. 

allnow ihow thatthe Normans proceeded up- 

the Saxon Principles in Point of Parlaaments. 

The Teftimony of the Chronicle ot Lzchpeld 

ffhcient Proot, which, Speaking of a Council 

Lords, faith, That, by their Advice, be caufed to 

funmoned « Meeting of all the Nobles and Wife 

i thro. all the Counties of England, to fet down 

vir Laws inid Cuffoms ; and this was done in the 

rth Year of his Reign. , 

‘The Act concerning the Introduction of the 

snnon Law, as alio the Charge of Arms Impo- 

Mon the Subject, were done, Fer Commune Couci- 

totius Regni, by the Common Council of the whole 




































. Ve find inthe Antiquities of Britain, that 
infranck was Elected to the See of Canterbury, by 
ve Aflent of the Lords and Prelates and oi the 
whole People. 2. e. by Parliament and there is the 
meateft Probability that Bilhops were then fo 
Petted, becante we find the Bithop ot Lichfield 
igned in fuch an Afiembly,if I miftake not the 
meaning of Lanfranck, in his Letter mentioned 
by Baronius, which fays, it was done In Conventu 
fpifcoporwm &7 Laicorum , and that the King Re- 
faved. to himfelf, from the Freemen of this king- 
don, Nothing but their Free-Service and which is 
aled the firlt MagnaCharta, and was agreed and 
concluded by the Reprefentative Body of the 


- The Franchifes of the Church were the very 
fime in his Time as they were in the Times of 
fis Saxon Predeceflors, and {0 were the Immuni- 
tes of the Soxow Freemen, they had the fame 
Ri pt to. Propesty, and the fame Freedom of Vo- 
fingany Law. Lhe Norman Kings never Claim- 
d other vm to the Pofleflions of their Subjects 
than as prefcrib’d by Law; and they concluded 
he Law with a Sacut Statutum eff eis & illis a no- 
is datum 7 Conceffum 
tius Regni ie Which Words Mr. Selden puts 
into Exglifp thus, As it is Enatted to them (or agreed 
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y thers) and unto them by us given and granted, by 
‘the Common Council of the whole Kingdom. And 
they were Exempted from all nmjult Lose and Yal- 
fe, as is afterwards Expounded in the Laws 
8 Hen. 1. Cap. 4. Ttiat no Lvabute or Tax foail-be 
tihen but what was due in the Confefors Time. 

~The very Normans thantelves, who were Willi- 
‘es Inftruments in this Pretended Congueft, 
Would never admit of iuch a Title, whofe Efled 
matt be Arbitrary Power and Tyvanuy ; tor they 
Wete a Free-People, as the £xgli/b, and under the 
‘Government of like Laws; and without doubt 
they would never help their Duke to a Power in 
fagland which they would not allow him in Nor- 
taydy. In thort, we cannot imagine them {6 Foo- 


4th as to purchafe Slavery with their own blood ; | and 
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x commune Concilium to- | 


Nor was William fo Idle, as to attempt a Powet 
which he could not hold. 

The Clergy of England were then very Potent 
and Check-siates to the King, as William atter- 
wards fiund that Governing Prelate Lanfrauck, 
Arch-Bifhop of Canterbury. He could not have 
made his Conquelt but by Subduing the Clergy, 
which has proved a difficult Tafk to every King 
that has attempted it: We have an Inltance 
hereot frefh in our Memories. 

The Commonaity of England were fo well ace 
quainted with thofe of the Normans, by mutual 
Correfpondence and Acis of Kindnets one to the 
other, as to be believed, not to Atiift one another 
in Defence of the Rights of the Kingdom. 

I will, in the next Place, give you an Account 
of the Opinions of fome of our Ancient 
Writers in Relation to this Point, and we 
mult give better Credit to thofe who then ltved, 
than to fuch as live now, and produce no other 
Authorites for their Fure Divino and Congu fA, 
‘han the Chimeras of their own Brains. luguiphus 
faith of this Conquerour, That be commended the 
Contefiors Laws to his Fuftices, in the same Lan- 

guage wherein they ujed forme: ly to be Wiitten, lea 
thvo Ignorance the People might Rafbly Uffend. And 
this he needed not to have aone,it he had aflum- 
ed the Title ot a Conquerour; for a Modei of 
Laws of hisown making would have been the 
truelt Method to ‘upport iuch a Right. 

M. Paris faith That the King hed a Defire to learn 
the Englith Tongue, that be wight the better know 
their Law, and Fudge according theretd. I could 
add more Ancient Authorities, but thall conclude 
with as many of Modern Date. RN 
~ Daniel, in the Liie of Wikiam the Firft, fays, 
That be did never Claim any Power by Conqueft, but, 
as.a Regular Prince, fubmitted to the Orders of the 
Kingdom, defirous rather to bave bis Teftamentary T;- 
tle (how fo-ever weak) tomake good his Suc_efion, rae 
ther than the Sword. And, tho’ the Stile of Conguer~ 
our by the Flattery of the Times,was after given bim, 
he yet fhewed by all the Courfe of bis Gove: ment, be 
affumed it not ,introducing none of thofe Alterations 
(which followed) by Violence, but by a mild Gathera 
ing upon the Di/pofition of the State,and the Occajions 
offered, and that by way of Reformation. 

The next isof Mr. Selden, who fpeaking of 
Wrilian’s taking the Crown, fays, Tho’ he might 
have taken it by Ravifhment, yet be chofe the way o 

Wooing by a Kind of Mutual Agreement. Thus this 
mighty Conquerour Juffered bimfelf to be Conquered 
and ftooping under the Law of a Saxon King, be be- 
came a King by Lieve; Wifely forefeeing, tvat a Ti- 
tle that is gotten by Election, is more certain than 
that which is gotten by Power. 

William roe fucceeded William his F ather,and 
that out of the Line of Succeflion; for his Elder 
Brother Robert was then Living; nor could he 
sie his fole Right to the Crown by the Will of 
is Father. For his Father Willed, That he be 
put in Polfefion of the Crown of ra ag by the Wilt 
of the Kingdom ; which to purchafe {ays Daniel, mut 





upom large Conditions of Relievements in general. 
Profufe Gifts in. particular. , / 
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Pevry the Firkt Suceeded to.the Throne after | 


the Lath of his Brother, by the Election of the 
People; tor his. ilder Brother Rodest was ftill 
alivé, anc hig F auher hadnot Willed him the 
Kington. © + - | 

» Dhis Hoy beste to settle the Succeilion on the. 
Heirs ot Maude, he firft calls a Parliament for 
that parpote, and adminiftred an Oath to the 
Peers ot the Realm to bé true to herand her Heirs ; 
but. as at this had not been fnfhicient, 4:0 1113, 
Ro gri 34. he calls another Parliament at Nor- - 
tian pton, where the fame Oath was afterwards 
int fired. | 

Yet notwithftanding this. Oath, within . 30 
Days aiter the Death of Henry, was Stephen 
aivanced to the ‘Throne by meer Elettion, as 
having no pretence by Blood; and our Ancient 
Hiftcrians, namely Alalmfbury, Ingulpbus, Hove- 
den, Huntingdon, &c. do align tor Reaton,why the 
States ot the Kingdom did refufe Mlaude, contra- 
ry to the Oath. thiy had taken, For that it was 
not then the Cuftom of any Kingdom Chriflian ( whofe 
Kings are Anointed ) to admit Women to Inberit the 
Ciewn. But Roger, Bithop of Salifury, (who was 
ever as Vice Roy in the Keign of Hemy the Firit, 
and who, having the Management of the Kingdom 
in his Ablence, had the Title of Fuffictariustoti- 
us Angle) being then one of the Principal Men 
in Council, gave another Reafon, and perhaps a 
better, tor the D.{.harge of this Oath. ‘viz. That 
the late King Lad Married bis Daughter out 
of the Realm, without Confent. thereof, they might 
Law; ully refuje ber. 

But before Stephen was admitted tothe Throne, 
he took a private Oath betore the Arch- Bithop of 
Canterbury, To Confirm the Ancient Liberties of the 
Chu, ch: For performance. of which, his Brother 
was {urety for him, which Oath he confirm’d by 
Charter in his firit Parliament at Oxford, where 
the Biulhops Swore Fealty to hum, upon this Con- 
dition, So long as he Obferved the Lenour of this 
Chu ter. 

The Life of this Stephen was one uninterrupted 
Scene of Trouble and War, yet in his Reign we 
cannot find he hadany Subiidy; he never put any 
Great Man to Death; and he took fo much Care 
ot Neligion, that in his ‘Time there were more Ab- 
bies built and Endowed, than in a Hundred 
Years before. And with him thall I conclude this 
Diicourle at pretent. os 

Country-m. Peace to the Soul of Honeft King 
Stephen. 1 find, Mafter, our Foreefathers knew how 
to chule themfelves good Kings, and I thank God 
we our {elves are got into that way. I would per- 
fwace you, Sir, to go on with the Account ot our 
Noble Patriots the Peers, but I have fuch a pretty 
Account {nt you ina Letter to Mr. Aow'’s,that I 
cannot jorbear mentioning it. Whilft you Smoak 
your Pipe, I will give you the Subitance of the 
Story. | | . 

Not long fince came to the Town of Exeter, a Right 
Worfoipful Gentleman, you may be fure, for be bad 
the Litle both of Knight and Squive, and brought with 
him a fine Sorrel Gelding veported to be the Jame that 
thew Aing William, of ever Pions and Glorious Me- 
moryfbat Fatal Fallt hat Diflocated his Collar-Bone, 
and preceded his Death. | 

Notice hereof being {pread about the Town, ull the 
LongeEar'd Tiibe of silachar came te pay their Ree 
Jpetts to their Brother Beaft, and mightily they com- 
nicvded bis Shapes, and above all brs Performance. 

Obf. Very well. And how did the Horte be 
have humfeit? Did-he receive em Ciyilly? 
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| bad been well Vers'd im Latinask'd a Queftion, as ‘tis R eperted, 







Country m. Wich che fame Civility a3 onc Brag ,,... 

ther: | don’t pereeive thar he Kick d any of ma meeting 
Obj. Bur did the People come Voluntarily to fee thi, 
Raree Show ? \ have heard a Story, That in Queen Bell. 
“a Fellow went up and doten the Coumry honbhe an Ape, ri 
toa Plage where People mere Surly, and valued no Saft ty, 
lifh Breed, they did not come to fee th¢ Out- lanai crear 4 
upon the Fellow being refolued to force a Traae, by a Straae’ 
caujed bis Merry- Andrew te make Proclamation, tha; whe oe, 
not come to jee Her Majefties Ape, fhould Incur the Penalt ’ 
Law. The People finding the Ape wat Her Mej-fies, they 
their Leaders, the Heads of the Town, who went in thei, Fe, 
lities, with their Wives and Children, to fee the Court Pug Res 
being come, after the Contry Compliments of Sevapes wirh thew 
Shan, and Daps ef the Linfey Wooley Petticoats, the Niaftey 
Ceremonies befpoke the Ape in the Name of the Company, by, » 
an{wering and faytng uotting, leap'd on she Shoulders of tne of 
Women, and lifting up bis Leg Pifs'd m her Face, at which ») 
man grew Angry, and jaid, tho be was the Queens Ape, be pais 
brought much Mannevs from Cqurt. 

Country m. No, Sir, Sorrel behaved himfe!f mach better. ¢ 
he was wondertal Civil; a Fellow of that City, who carrie 
Wooden Sword in Times of high Proceffion, came to », 
Sorrel a Vifit, and he being Mafter of the Ceremonies, and 
ving been a Nen Furor in the late Reign, had eafie Acceg » 
had the Favoer of KifGng this Glorious Beaft, ‘ 

Obj. Like to like, as the Devil faid tothe Collicr ; Buoy, 
as they like, {aid the Old Woman when fhe Kifi'd her Cow, 

€ounry m. The Fellow values bimfelf mach-on this so 
that at the Expence of 54. he hed the Honour co Kifs the pes 

thar had done fo much Service. Buc had chis Fellow beens 
when he was formerly Arraigned tor Clipping, En . 
loft a Regue, and Sorrel had loft a Kis. hd cm 

Ob/. 1f every Rogue in England would give <a. for aki 
Sorrel would be a better Eftare co his Mafler rhan is his ? 
mony. A:pretry Story, and fo t find the Facodites 90 now 
Exeter to worfhip the Aorfe, as the Idolarers did of Old , 
Bethel to worfhip Calves. 

Country m. You may Banter as you pleafe 3 bur all the 7 
cobites that heard of Sorrels Kame, came to pay their Refpeds 
and among the reft, Toby the Clergyman yow'd he would giv 
the Beaft a Pint of the beft Seck the Town did afford for ¢ 
good Service he had done the Church and Nation. 

Obf. No fare | Why then the Clergyman is a Mareh for Pa 
fon Smut. 

Country-m. You'll fay he fits him toa 7; when ¥ have wk 
you his Charafter. He's 4 Perjfon Famous both for Courage an 
Learning, a5 1 fhali Inftance in two Particulars. | 

In the Tear 85. this Noble Hero, (of whom the Poet gives thi 
Charatter, that He Reprefented a Rutcher in clofe Mourning ) 4 
peared at the Head of a Troop of Volunteers to Face Monmouth 
upon the appearance of one of their Scoues returning Wounded, 
(Juft as be bad Encouraged them to be Brave and follow their Le 
der) be firft turns ‘and flies. and im, that Precipitation, did whi 

_ Troopers Jcamper off. —- The Leader being got Aground, and jevera 
_ of bis Followers fallen on bims fuppofing em to be Enemies, mak 
a fearful ery, Quarter Quarter.— From this Noted Action, ever fine 
the Place retains the Name of Ruvaway-Hill. ° - 

His Learning is Eminently Confpicuous. When the Dutch in 8 

came in with King William, one of their Officers pre fuming one C. 
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that Language, of a Brother Vicar to the above—, who pomting 

_ bis Ear feigned bimfelf Deaf,and direGed bim to a P rebend,who was 
alfo walkingin the Church-Yard, and bad really an imperfections 
bis Speech, which he fignified by Pointing to bis Tongues Uebdy &- 
rethed bim to Mr. L—don, who underftanding nothing of the Lear 
ed Languages, and fuppofing be bad fpoken in Dutch, cries out, Me 
no Dutch Spraken. | : ate : 


Advertifements,. as. 
From the New Athenian Socicty. 


ON the soth of this Inftant May, will, be Publith’d— The New 

Athenian Oracle in Three Parts. viz. ¥. The Divine Orack, 
or a Direttory for Tender Confciences, in this Part rhe Queft- 
ons of a rflore Speculative fhan’t be over-look’d. 2. The 
Philofophick and Mifcellaneons Oracle, where Poems that are feat 
us thall be Inferted, and Poetical Queffions Anfwered in the fame 
Faculty. 3. The Secret Oracle, Difcovering the Arcana ape 
but refin’d from every Indecency-hat would Difoblige the 
Modeft Reader—This New Athenian Oracle is to Compleat th 
Queftion Projeét and will be Pxblifhed in Parts, Sixpence eaeb, and 
will be: Princed’ on the fame Size and Letter, with the O/d Atle 
nian Oracle 36 Sheets to Compleat a Welume. To which will 
Added, an Alphabetical Table, To be ith’d by S. Malthus 
in London Houfe Yard, near the Weft of Sc. Pauls. 
Hire Lips Cut and Cured, cafter'a better Method than any Ut 

dertaker of that kind doth Praétife) by an Experienc’d Surg* 
on ; who has been very fuccefsful in the faid Operation: He may 
Sie te oe Hamlin's Coffee-Honfe, in Sweethings-Atley, neat the 

ge. | : Ee 

HE Town Difplay’d, in a Letter to Amintor In the Count) 
Thitice 64. Sold B F. How, at the Sevem Stars in Talbot-Com 
| in Grace-church-ftreet. . 











Lendon, Printes and Sold by F.dom, at the Seven-Stars, in Talbot-Cam t,in Grace-Lbureb-otreet, 1704 
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